
Thriving Atmospheres: 
A Conversation between Natalie Cox and Bethany Pingel

Enlightened by the hypothesis that human 
experience is shaped by our haptic inte-
ractions with physical environments, this pa-
per investigates how our home, our intimate 
dwelling of refuge, might provide atmosphe-
res which nurture thriving individuals. This 
research defines the concept of thriving at-
mospheres, by contrast, through the medical 
term failure to thrive; defined as a mamma-
lian infants’ lack of touch and movement. In-
spiration came from different fields of study, 
including philosophy, physiology, psychology, 
and nursing science. The authors built a dy-
namic dialogue grounded on the importance 
of the somatic experience of home, exploring 
three main topics: authenticity of materials, 
affective affordances embedded in archi-
tectural archetypes, and the spirit of place. 
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ARCH 715A Seminar, Perception of Space: Atmospheres, 
Spring 2022 Course. Taught by Prof. Bob Condia, FAIA 
and Prof. Elisabetta Canepa, Ph.D in the Master’s of Archi-
tecture program through the Dept. of Arch at APDesign.
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